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The Whittier LRC is excited to announce another opportunity for family reading this winter. 

Our BE WHO YOU ARE theme this school year has focused on building our LRC collection to be 
more inclusive of literature representing different families, cultures, ideas, and circumstances. 

In February and March, we would like to focus on building understanding of the very sensitive 
issues of poverty and/or homelessness.  Similar to One Book, One School, I will be offering 
books for sale at a very generous 30% discount from Anderson’s.   

The main book is Crenshaw by Katherine Applegate, who also wrote the Newbery Award-
winning The One and Only Ivan: In her first novel since winning the Newbery Medal, Katherine 
Applegate delivers an unforgettable and magical story about family, friendship, and 
resilience.Jackson and his family have fallen on hard times. There's no more money for rent. And 
not much for food, either. His parents, his little sister, and their dog may have to live in their 
minivan.Again.Crenshaw is a cat. He's large, he's outspoken, and he's imaginary. He has come 
back into Jackson's life to help him. But is an imaginary friend enough to save this family from 
losing everything. 

Crenshaw is a book that can be enjoyed as a family read-aloud for students in any grade.  In 
addition to Crenshaw, we will have some picture book titles available for families who feel these 
titles would be more appropriate for their primary-aged student(s). 

1) Yard Sale by Eve Bunting: When a family has to leave their house and move to a small apartment, 

it’s hard to let go of things—but having one another is what counts.    
2) Fly Away Home by Eve Bunting: A homeless boy who lives in an airport with his father, moving 

from terminal to terminal trying not to be noticed, is given hope when a trapped bird finally finds its 
freedom. 

3) Those Shoes by Maribeth Boelts: All Jeremy wants is a pair of those shoes, the ones everyone at 

school seems to be wearing. Though Jeremy’s grandma says they don’t have room for "want," just 
"need," when his old shoes fall apart at school, he is more determined than ever to have those 
shoes, even a thrift-shop pair that are much too small. But sore feet aren’t much fun, and Jeremy 
soon sees that the things he has — warm boots, a loving grandma, and the chance to help a friend 
— are worth more than the things he wants. 

4) A Shelter in Our Car by Monica Gunning: When her father died, Zettie and her mother left their 

warm and comfortable home in Jamaica for an uncertain future in the United Sates. Zettie's mother 
can't find a steady job so they are forced to live in their car. But her mother's unwavering love, 
support, and gutsy determination give Zettie the confidence that, together, she and her mother can 
meet all challenges. 

5) Maddi’s Fridge by Lois Brandt: Best friends Sofia and Maddi live in the same neighborhood, go to 

the same school, and play in the same park, but while Sofia’s fridge at home is full of nutritious 
food, the fridge at Maddi’s house is empty. Sofia learns that Maddi’s family doesn’t have enough 
money to fill their fridge and promises Maddi she’ll keep this discovery a secret. But because Sofia 
wants to help her friend, she’s faced with a difficult decision: to keep her promise or tell her parents 
about Maddi’s empty fridge. 

If you would like to participate, the books will be available for purchase through the LRC. Please 
see the order form below for pricing, and return your order to the LRC by Monday, February 
15th.  There will be no reading schedule or trivia contest as with One Book, One School, but 
there will be a community-wide event on Monday, March 7, from 6:30-8:00 PM.  There will be 
activities and educational programming for all ages on poverty and homelessness, as well as an 
opportunity to do service.  You do not need to have read any of the books to participate.  We 
hope to see you there! 

Kelly Coleman, LRC 
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Book Order Form for the ____________________ Family. Please include cash or 
make checks payable to Whittier School. 

Please return to the LRC by Monday, February 15th. 

Number of Copies Book Price Total Cost 

 Crenshaw $11 (Harcover)  

 Yard Sale $13 (Hardcover)  

 Fly Away Home $6 (Paperback)  

 Those Shoes $6 (Paperback)  

 A Shelter in Our Car $7 (Paperback)  

 Maddi’s Fridge $18 (Hardcover, with 
10% of profits 
donated to help fight 
childhood hunger) 

 

GRAND TOTAL (enclosed):  

 

 

 


